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Introduction to the Renewables 

Obligation 
• Introduced in 2002 

• Support electricity generation from 
renewable sources: 

• Obligation on electricity suppliers 

• Awards certificates (ROCs) to generators 

• Separately legislated in: 

• England and Wales 

• Scotland 

• Northern Ireland  

• Continually reviewed and developed 



Renewables Obligation Order 2009 

Key Features: 

• Came into effect 1st April 2009 

• Introduces the concept of “banding” which provides varying levels of 

support  (ROCs/MWh) for different types of renewable generation 

• Enhanced support for schemes fuelled by energy crops 

• Gave increased level of support to Good Quality (GQ) CHP over 

power-only schemes (Dedicated biomass, Energy from Waste, and 

cofiring of biomass & energy crops) 

• Continued support for GQ CHP fuelled by waste 

 



Biomass, Energy Crops and Waste 

 - fuels where greater than 90% of its 

energy content is of biogenic origin 

 – fuels where >10% but <90% of its 

energy content is of biogenic origin 

- specific types of non-food 

crops grown for energy production; currently: 

• Miscanthus 

• Short Rotation Coppice Willow 

• Short Rotation Coppice Poplar 



ROCs Banding 

Generation Type 
Power-Only 

 
[ROCs/ MWh] 

With CHP 

 
[ROCs/MWh] 

Energy from Waste with CHP - 1 

Advanced Gasification/Pyrolysis 2 2 

Co-firing of biomass 0.5 1 

Co-firing of energy crops 1 1.5 

Dedicated Biomass 1.5 2 

Dedicated Energy Crops 2 2 
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For GQCHP the power output eligible for the award of ROCs is 

determined using: 

 

 

 

 

ROC Eligibility 
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x 

Any remaining power output would be subject 

to “power-only” bandings covered earlier 



Dual CHPQA Certification 

ROCs Eligible Certificate Standard Certificate 



ROC Eligibility – QI Definitions 
QI Definitions for ROCs Eligibility are provided in CHPQA Guidance Note 

GN44 – available from 

For Schemes >25MWe 

 

 

 

 

For Schemes ≤25MWe 

 

 



ROC Eligibility – QI Definitions 
For Schemes using Advanced Conversion Technologies (ACTs) 

•Gasification 

•Pyrolysis 

•Anaerobic Digestion 

 

 

 

 

In the above cases the biogas/syngas will be considered as the 

input fuel to the scheme and not the biomass/waste that is 

supplied to the ACT plant 

 



RO Banding Review 

• Concerns banding to be applied 2013-2017 

• Currently under consultation 

• Changes relating to CHP include: 

• Withdrawal of CHP uplift after April 2015 

• Choice of either or up to 

2015 

• Reduced support for EfW with CHP 

• Consultation open until January 2012 



CHPQA Contact details 

Contact the Administrator: 

Mail: CHPQA Programme 

            The Gemini Building 

            Fermi Avenue 

            Harwell 

            Didcot 

            OX11 0QR 

 

e-mail: chpqainfo@chpqa.com  

Tel: 0870 190 6196 

Fax: 0870 190 6334 

Website: www.chpqa.com  

 


